
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

IAFN - Established Forensic Nursing Standards: Leaders in Supporting FNEs: 
 

Education Guidelines: Intimate Partner Violence Nurse 

Examiner, Sexual Assault Nurse Examiner, Forensic 

Nurse Death Investigator 

Core Competencies for Advanced Practice Forensic 

Nursing 

Non-Fatal Strangulation Documentation Toolkit 

In collaboration with US government agencies: 

National Sexual Assault Protocol: 

Adults/Adolescents 

National Sexual Assault Protocol: Pediatric 

National SAFE Training Standards 

SANE Program Development and Operation 

Guide 

Expand their careers through live and online 

education in forensic nursing practice based 

on best practice standards 

Obtain the latest in forensic nursing research 

and evidence-based practice through the 

Journal of Forensic Nursing 

Build sustainable forensic nursing programs 

Identify and treat patients affected by 

violence 

Identify and treat patients affected by 

violence 

Attain Board Certification 

Collaborate with forensic nurses worldwide 

 

IAFN Forensic Nursing Certification: 

Sexual Assault Nurse Examiner-Adult/Adolescent 

(SANE-A®) 

Sexual Assault Nurse Examiner-Pediatric (SANE-P®) 

Contact IAFN’s Technical Assistance: 

On-demand provision of information, resources, 

and guidance on the best forensic nursing 

policies, procedures, practices, protocols, and 

standards for nurses, service providers, and 

legislators. 
 

 
International Association of Forensic Nurses | www.ForensicNurses.org | info@ForensicNurses.org 

 

The International Association of Forensic Nurses (IAFN) is the world’s premier forensic nursing organization. 

Since 1992, we have led the world in defining the depth and breadth of nursing practice where the health and  

legal systems intersect. In 1995, we succeeded in obtaining the American Nurses Association’s official 

recognition of forensic nursing as a nursing specialty. The IAFN has more than 6,500 members defining, 

developing, and advancing the future of forensic nursing through innovative research and evidence-based 

education. 

Forensic Nurse Examiners (FNEs) are registered or advanced practice nurses who have received specialized 

education and training to address the acute and long-term health consequences of patients seeking medical 

care after being impacted by violence. 

http://www.forensicnurses.org/
mailto:info@ForensicNurses.org
http://education.to/


 

  

 

Violence Against Women Act (VAWA) 2022 Reauthorization 
 

IAFN celebrates the passage of the Violence Against Women Act (VAWA) Reauthorization Act as part of 
the Fiscal Year (FY) 2022 Consolidated Appropriations Act (H.R. 2471), which President Joe Biden signed 
into law on March 15, 2022. A bipartisan group of legislators, Senators Dianne Feinstein (D-Calif.), Dick 
Durbin (D-Ill.), Lisa Murkowski (R-Alaska), and Joni Ernst (R-Iowa), worked to pass VAWA over the course 
of three years. The bill reauthorizes VAWA programs through 2027 and includes expansions of current 
law and new provisions aimed at preventing and prosecuting violence against women.  
 

History of VAWA  
 
Enacted in 1994, and reauthorized three times, in 2000, 2005, and 2013, VAWA is the cornerstone of our 
nation’s response to domestic and sexual violence. VAWA updated legal avenues for investigating and 
prosecuting sex offenses and has provided federal resources to encourage community-coordinated 
responses to combating violence. The Office on Violence Against Women (OVW) and Office of Justice 
Programs (OJP) at the Department of Justice, as well as the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention 
(CDC), administer formula-based and discretionary grants to fulfill the law’s purpose and intent. These 
programs include: 
 

• STOP (Services, Training Officers, and Prosecutors) Violence Against Women Formula Grant Program 

• Improving Criminal Justice Responses to Sexual Assault, Domestic Violence, Dating Violence, and 
Stalking Grant Program 

• Rural Domestic Violence, Dating Violence, Sexual Assault, Stalking, and Child Abuse Enforcement 
Assistance 

• Sexual Assault Services Program (SASP) 

• Court Appointed Special Advocates for Victims of Child Abuse  

• Rape Prevention and Education Grants 

 
Previously, VAWA last had been re-enacted in 2013 and program authorizations expired in Fiscal Year 
2018, though Congress continued allocating funding for initiatives that received support in VAWA’s last 
year of authorization. The 2022 reauthorization reaffirms the federal commitment to victims of domestic 
violence, dating violence, sexual assault, and stalking and incorporate important statutory changes to how 
society holds perpetrators accountable.  
 
VAWA enables forensic nurses to meet our mission of providing trauma-informed nursing care to 
populations affected by violence by funding work in key settings and systems, such as local, state, and 
tribal governments; courts; nonprofit organizations; community-based organizations; secondary schools; 
institutions of higher education; and state and tribal coalitions. For instance, VAWA funds make it possible 
for grantees to recruit and employ forensic nurses in their communities, provide access to forensic 
examinations and processing of rape kits in the event of an assault, and help communities supply 
themselves with a vital link to the enforcement of law. 
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Highlighted 2022 VAWA Reauthorization Act Provisions (Division W) 

 
Includes Survivors’ Access to Supportive Care Act (SASCA) (Sections 503-506) 

• Authorizes a grant program for States and Indian Tribes to create and implement surveys that identify 
how medical forensic examinations are conducted, administered, and covered by the health care 
system. The survey is required to be released publicly and can be used to help increase public 
awareness and recruit trained medical forensic examiners. 

 

• Requires the Agency for Healthcare Research and Quality, in consultation with several other federal 
government agencies, to submit a report to the Secretary of HHS regarding existing Federal, Indian 
Tribe, and State practices related to medical forensic examinations. The Secretary is required to submit 
a report to Congress on how to improve sexual assault forensic examination competencies—including 
on providing comprehensive medical care, conducting the examination for evidence collection, 
showing compassion and sensitivity, testifying in court, and any other competency deemed 
appropriate. 

• Requires the Secretary of HHS to establish a National Continuing and Clinical Education Pilot Program 
for sexual assault forensic examiners, sexual assault nurse examiners, and other individuals who 
perform medical forensic examinations. The pilot program applies to physicians, nurse practitioners, 
nurse midwives, physician assistants, certified nurse specialists, registered nurses, and community 
health aides with necessary certification and training.  

• Requires the Secretary of HHS to establish a grant program to promote the training of sexual assault 
forensic examiners. Eligible grantees include safety net clinics, nonprofit organizations that provide 
legal training, and Indian Tribes. 

 
Section 507, Expanding access to forensics for victims of interpersonal violence 

• Requires the Secretary of HHS to create a demonstration grant program for institutions of higher 
education for comprehensive forensic training to help train health care providers with the necessary 
skills to support forensic assessments in a trauma-informed approach.  

• Authorizes appropriations of $5 million per fiscal year through 2027 for the grant program, and 
additional appropriations of $2 million per fiscal year through 2027 to provide technical assistance for 
health care providers. 

• Grants the Secretary the authority to contract with national experts to support collaboration and best 
practices for health care providers to improve the quality of, and increase access to, forensic services 
of all survivors of interpersonal violence. 

Includes Sec. 1318, Supporting Access to Nurse Exams (SANE) Act  

• Creates a grant program to establish regional SANE training programs to provide clinical education, 
hiring support for those specializing in pediatrics and working on multidisciplinary teams, and access 
to simulation laboratories with a preference for establishment of programs in localities with a high 
volume of forensic trauma cases and underserved populations.  
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• Requires the Attorney General to establish a public website on access to forensic nurse examiners 
within two years of enactment and submit a report to Congress regarding the availability, access, and 
activities and financing of SANEs within four years of enactment. 

 

• Authorizes appropriations of $30 million per fiscal year through 2027. 
 
 

Please contact IAFN, at membership@forensicnurses.org, with any questions you might have regarding 
this issue. 
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The Office on Violence Against Women (OVW) currently administers 19 grant programs authorized by the 
Violence Against Women Act of 1994 and subsequent legislation. These grant programs are designed to develop 
the nation’s capacity to reduce domestic violence, dating violence, sexual assault, and stalking by strengthening 
services to victims and holding offenders accountable. 

FORMULA GRANT PROGRAMS 
OVW administers four formula grant programs and distributes funds according to the enacting legislation. 

 STOP Violence Against Women Formula Grant Program

 Sexual Assault Services Formula Grant Program

 State and Territorial Sexual Assault and Domestic Violence Coalitions Program

 Grants to Tribal Domestic Violence and Sexual Assault Coalitions Program

STOP Violence Against Women Formula Grant 

Program, awarded to states and territories, 
enhances the capacity of local communities to 
develop and strengthen effective law enforcement 
and prosecution strategies to combat violent 
crimes against women and to develop and 
strengthen victim services in cases involving violent 
crimes against women. Each state and territory 
must allocate 25 percent for law enforcement, 25 
percent for prosecutors, 30 percent for victim 
services (of which at least 10 percent must be 
distributed to culturally specific community-based 
organizations), 5 percent to state and local courts, 
and 15 percent for discretionary distribution. 

Sexual Assault Services Formula Grant Program 

is the first federal funding stream solely dedicated 
to the provision of direct intervention and related 
assistance for victims of sexual assault. The SASP 
Formula Grant Program directs grant dollars to 
states and territories to assist them in supporting 
rape crisis centers and other nonprofit, 
nongovernmental organizations or tribal programs 
that provide services, direct intervention, and 
related assistance to victims of sexual assault and 
their families. Funds provided through SASP are 
designed to supplement other funding sources 
directed at addressing sexual assault on the state 
and territorial level. 

State and Territorial Sexual Assault and 

Domestic Violence Coalitions Program 

provides grants to each state domestic violence 
coalition (determined by the Department of 
Health and Human Services) and sexual assault 
coalition (determined by the Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention) for the purposes of 
coordinating victim services activities and 
collaborating and coordinating with federal, state, 
and local entities engaged in addressing violence 
against women. Statewide sexual assault 
coalitions provide direct support to member rape 
crisis centers through funding, training and 
technical assistance, public awareness activities, 
and public policy advocacy. Statewide domestic 
violence coalitions provide comparable support 
to member battered women’s shelters and other 
domestic violence victim service providers. 

Grants to Tribal Domestic Violence and 

Sexual Assault Coalitions Program supports 
the development and operation of nonprofit, 
nongovernmental tribal domestic violence and 
sexual assault coalitions. Tribal coalitions provide 
education, support, and technical assistance to 
member Indian service providers and tribes to 
enhance their response to victims of domestic 
violence, dating violence, sexual assault, and 
stalking. Eligible applicants must meet the 
statutory definition of a “tribal coalition.” 



GRANT PROGRAMS 

TO END VIOLENCE AGAINST WOMEN 
 

  
 
 

145 N Street NE, 10th Floor, Washington, DC (202) 307-6026 www.justice.gov/ovw 
 

DISCRETIONARY GRANT PROGRAMS 
OVW administers 15 discretionary grant programs and is responsible for creating program parameters, qualifications, 

eligibility, and deliverables in accordance with authorizing legislation.
 

Grants for Outreach and Services to 

Underserved Populations supports the 
development and implementation of strategies 
targeted at adult or youth victims of sexual assault, 
domestic violence, dating violence, or stalking in 
underserved populations, and victim services to 
meet the needs of such populations. Eligible 
applicants include nonprofit organizations that 
serve populations traditionally underserved due to 
geographic location, religion, sexual orientation, 
gender identity, underserved racial and ethnic 
populations, and populations underserved because 
of special needs (such as language barriers, 
disabilities, alienage status, or age). 
 

Grants to Reduce Sexual Assault, Domestic 

Violence, Dating Violence, and Stalking on 

Campus Program strengthens the response of 
institutions of higher education to the crimes of 
sexual assault, domestic violence, dating violence 
and stalking on campuses and enhances 
collaboration among campuses, local law 
enforcement, and victim advocacy organizations. 
Eligible applicants are institutions of higher 
education. 
 

Grants to Support Families in the Justice 

^ System improves the response of all aspects of 
the civil and criminal justice system to families 
with a history of domestic violence, dating 
violence, sexual assault, and stalking, or in cases 
involving allegations of child sexual abuse. Eligible 
applicants are states, units of local government, 
courts, Indian tribal governments, nonprofit 
organizations, legal services providers, and victim 
services providers. 

 
 
 

 

Consolidated Grant Program to Address 

Children and Youth Experiencing Domestic 

and Sexual Assault and Engage Men and Boys 

as Allies+ creates a unique opportunity for 
communities to increase collaboration among non- 
profit victim service providers, violence prevention 
programs, and child and youth organizations 
serving victims ages 0-24. Additionally, it supports 
organizations and programs that promote boys’ 
and men’s role in combating violence against 
women and girls. Eligible applicants are nonprofit, 
nongovernmental entities, Indian tribes or tribal 
nonprofit organizations, and territorial, tribal or 
unit of local government entities. 
 
Enhanced Training and Services to End Abuse 

in Later Life Program addresses elder abuse, 
neglect, and exploitation, including domestic 
violence, dating violence, sexual assault, or 
stalking, against victims who are 50 years of age or 
older through training and services. Eligible 
applicants include states and territories, Indian 
tribal governments and tribal organizations, units 
of local government, and nonprofit, 
nongovernmental victim services organizations 
with demonstrated experience in assisting elderly 
women or demonstrated experience in addressing 
sexual assault, domestic violence, dating violence, 
and stalking. 
 

Grants to Enhance Culturally Specific 

Services for Victims of Sexual Assault, 

Domestic Violence, Dating Violence, and 
Stalking Program supports the development of 
innovative culturally specific strategies and 
projects to enhance access to services and 
resources for victims of sexual assault, domestic 
violence, dating violence, and stalking. Eligible 
applicants are community-based programs whose 
primary purpose is providing culturally specific 
services. 
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Grants to Tribal Governments to Exercise 

Special Domestic Violence Criminal Jurisdiction 
assists Indian tribes in planning, implementing, and 
exercising “special domestic violence criminal 
jurisdiction” to hold accountable non-Indians who 
commit crimes of domestic violence or dating violence 
or violate certain protection orders in Indian country.  
Eligible applicants are Indian tribal governments that 
have jurisdiction over Indian country.   

 

Improving Criminal Justice Responses to 

Sexual Assault, Domestic Violence, Dating 

Violence, and Stalking Grant Program (also 
known as the Arrest Program) encourages partnerships 
between state, local, and tribal governments, courts, 
victim service providers, coalitions, and rape crisis 
centers to ensure that sexual assault, domestic 
violence, dating violence, and stalking are treated as 
serious violations of criminal law. Eligible applicants 
are states and territories, units of local government, 
Indian tribal governments, state, local, tribal, and 
territorial courts, victim service providers, state and 
tribal coalitions, and government rape crisis centers. 

 

Legal Assistance for Victims Grant Program 
strengthens civil and criminal legal assistance 
programs for adult and youth victims of domestic 
violence, dating violence, sexual assault, and stalking 
who are seeking relief in legal matters relating to or 
arising out of that abuse or violence. Eligible 
applicants include private nonprofit entities, territorial 
organizations, Indian tribal governments and tribal 
organizations, and publicly funded organizations not 
acting in a governmental capacity, such as law schools. 
 

Rural Sexual Assault, Domestic Violence, 

Dating Violence and Stalking Assistance 

Program enhances the safety of rural victims of 
sexual assault, domestic violence, dating violence and 
stalking, and supports projects uniquely designed to 
address and prevent these crimes in rural areas. 
Eligible applicants are states, territories, Indian tribes, 
local governments, and nonprofit entities, including 
tribal nonprofit organizations. 

 
 

 

Sexual Assault Services Culturally Specific 

Program creates, maintains, and expands sustainable 
sexual assault services provided by organizations that are 
uniquely situated to respond to the needs of sexual 
assault victims from culturally specific populations. 
Eligible applicants are nonprofit organizations that focus 
primarily on culturally specific communities. 

 

Training and Services to End Violence Against 
Women with Disabilities Grant Program establishes 
and strengthens multidisciplinary collaborative 
relationships and increases organizational capacity to 
provide accessible, safe, and effective services to 
individuals with disabilities and Deaf individuals who are 
victims of sexual assault, domestic violence, dating 
violence, and stalking. Eligible applicants are states, units 
of local governments, Indian tribal governments or tribal 
organizations, victim services providers, and nonprofit, 
nongovernmental organizations serving individuals with 
disabilities. 
 

Transitional Housing Assistance Grants for Victims 

of Sexual Assault, Domestic Violence, Dating 
Violence, and Stalking Program funds organizations to 
assist victims of domestic violence, dating violence, sexual 
assault, and stalking who are in need of transitional housing, 
short-term housing assistance, and related supportive 
services. Eligible applicants are states, units of local 
government, Indian tribes, and other organizations with a 
documented history of effective work concerning sexual 
assault, domestic violence, dating violence, and stalking. 
 

Tribal Governments Program enhances the ability of 
tribes to respond to violent crimes against Indian women, 
enhance victim safety, and develop education and 
prevention strategies. Eligible applicants are federally-
recognized tribes or an organization that is acting as the 
authorized designee of a federally-recognized Indian 
tribe. Applications for the Tribal Governments Program 
are submitted through the DOJ Coordinated Tribal 
Assistance Solicitation. 
 

Tribal Sexual Assault Services Program enhances 
the ability of tribes to create, maintain, and expand sexual 
assault services in Indian tribal lands and Alaska Native 
villages. Eligible applicants are federally-recognized tribal 
governments, tribal organizations, and nonprofit tribal 
organizations. 



GRANT PROGRAMS 

TO END VIOLENCE AGAINST WOMEN 

145 N Street NE, 10th Floor, Washington, DC (202) 307-6026 www.justice.gov/ovw 

FORMERLY AUTHORIZED GRANT PROGRAMS 
OVW administers six discretionary grant programs that are no longer authorized, but still have open and/or active grants. 

Court Training and Improvements Program^

supports federal, state, territorial, and tribal courts 
or court-based programs that improve court 
responses to sexual assault, domestic violence, 
dating violence and stalking cases by using proven 
specialized court processes to ensure victim safety 
and offender accountability. 

Engaging Men and Youth Program+ supports 
projects that create public education campaigns 
and community organizing to encourage men and 
boys to work as allies with women and girls to 
prevent sexual assault, domestic violence, dating 
violence, and stalking. 

Grants to Assist Children and Youth Exposed to 

Violence Program+ increases resources, services, 
and advocacy available to children, youth and their 
nonabusing parent or caretaker, when a child has 
been exposed to incidences of sexual assault, 
domestic violence, dating violence, or stalking. 

Safe Havens: Supervised Visitation and Safe 

Exchange Grant Program^ supports supervised 
visitation and safe exchange of children in situations 
involving domestic violence, sexual assault, dating 
violence, child abuse, or stalking. 

Services to Advocate for and Respond to Youth 

Grant Program+ provides direct counseling, 
advocacy, legal advocacy, and mental health services 
for youth victims of sexual assault, domestic violence, 
dating violence, and stalking, as well as linguistically, 
culturally, or community relevant services for 
underserved youth populations. 

Services, Training, Education and Policies to 

Reduce Domestic Violence, Dating Violence, 

Sexual Assault and Stalking in Secondary Schools 

Grant Program+ supports middle and high schools 
with the development and implementation of 
effective training, services, prevention strategies, 
policies, and coordinated community responses for 
student victims of sexual assault, domestic violence, 
dating violence and stalking. 

The Office on Violence Against Women also administers a Technical Assistance Program to provide OVW grantees with 
the training, expertise, and problem-solving strategies they need to meet the challenges of addressing sexual assault, 
domestic violence, dating violence and stalking. OVW’s technical assistance projects offer in-person and online 
educational opportunities, peer-to-peer consultations, site visits and tailored assistance for OVW grantees and potential 
grantees. In more limited circumstances, OVW’s technical assistance projects offer technical assistance to a small number 
of pilot sites through demonstration initiatives and/or for assessments of newly developed training curricula or tools. 

For additional information on OVW grant programs and solicitations, visit www.justice.gov/ovw. 

November 2016 

+ The Consolidated Grant Program to Address Children and Youth Experiencing Domestic and Sexual Assault and Engage Men 
and Boys as Allies grant program is a consolidation of the Grants to Assist Children and Youth Exposed to Violence Program; 
Services to Advocate for and Respond to Youth Program; Services, Training, Education and Policies to Reduce Sexual Assault, 
Domestic Violence, Dating Violence, and Stalking in Secondary Schools Grant Program; and the Engaging Men and Boys in 
Preventing Sexual Assault, Domestic Violence, Dating Violence, and Stalking Program.
^ The Grants to Support Families in the Justice System is a consolidation of the Safe Havens: Supervised Visitation and Safe
Exchange Grant Program and the Court Training and Improvements Program.


